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Why change from NCEA L1 in year 11?

All existing NCEA 
Level 1 standards 
expired at the end of 
2023 - students 
could no longer 
achieve them. 



NCEA Level Two 

standards change 2026. 

Where does that leave students 
doing NCEA Level 2 in 2025?



SOLUTION: NCEA L2 over two years. 



New Year 11 Programme 
● Response to NZQA and ERO challenge to modernise our 

curriculum and support student wellbeing by reducing the 
number of assessments

● Mixture of full year and semester courses
● Focus on learning and understanding
● Students stay full year (six weeks more teaching and 

learning)



Numeracy
Literacy

OLD

Each box represents as 
STANDARD, worth a 
certain number of 
CREDITS. 

Achieved INTERNALLY or 
EXTERNALLY at Achieved, 
Merit or Excellence.

More info here

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-ncea/


Achieving Literacy and 
numeracy no longer “just 
happens.”

Students now should pass 
the LitNum tests. 



More info here

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/standards-approved-ncea-co-requisite-2024-and-2025


Literacy:

5cr READING
5cr WRITING



Numeracy:

More info here

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/litnum/


41% of Year 11 have already achieved Numeracy
33% of Year 11 have already achieved Literacy

88% of Year 12 have 
achieved Numeracy and 
Literacy



By end of 2024:
ALL Year 11s to achieve Literacy and Numeracy co-requisite.



NCEA Level 1 - 60 credits at Level 1 or above.
PLUS

NCEA Level 2
NCEA Level 2 - 60 credits at Level 2 or above.

PLUS

NCEA Level 1

L1 Literacy 
           10 credits

Numeracy
10 creditsand

L1 Literacy 
           10 credits

Numeracy
10 creditsand



If a student 
passes Level 2, 
they ALSO pass 
Level 1!



By end of 2025:
Year 12s to achieve NCEA Level 2 (and Level 1!)



Mr Christie - Careers Advisor

What do students need to achieve at school to reach to their goals 
beyond school?
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● UE standard is needed to start a degree course (Yr 13)

More info here

● NCEA Level 2 is “useful” for many apprenticeships, and 
certificate or diploma courses

● Level 1 Literacy and/or Numeracy are required (or at least 
helpful) for some industries (e.g. some areas of the NZ 
defence force.)

https://www.careers.govt.nz/plan-your-career/act-on-your-career-plans/ncea-credits-needed-for-study-apprenticeships-and-training/#cID_7818


Will students get credits in Year 11?
● L1 Literacy credits
● Numeracy credits
● Skills and  

understanding to 
complete NCEA L2 by 
the end of 2025.

● Some NCEA L1 & 2 
credits in some 
courses. 



Where are the credits?
● Credits may be Level 1 or 2
● There may be one standard or none per course
● Some faculties similar over courses (e.g. all Year 11 

PE courses have a 5cr L1 standard) while other 
faculties have different credits in different courses, 
particularly Maths and Science.

More info here

https://lynfield.schoolpoint.co.nz/


Future Planning
● Students to go into some university courses require 

MORE than just UE standard.
● Students should aim for achieving with Excellence
● Start now - aim for work that

○ Is comprehensive
○ Is complex
○ Shows critical thinking 

More info here

https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/study/applications-and-admissions/entry-requirements/undergraduate-entry-requirements/new-zealand-secondary-school-applicants/national-certification-educational-achievement.html?_ga=2.32469879.83922086.1674932021-524656074.1662083111


How do whanau know 
that our Year 11 is doing 
what they should to 
achieve?



Mr Revell - Deputy Principal

How can families/whanau support their children?
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Monitor ENGAGEMENT:



Track Achievement:
● Teachers to estimate numbers of credits 

expected
● Internally achieved credits and school based 

assessments on Parent Portal
● Students who are ready to sit the LitNum Unit 

standards will sit (two opportunities this year.)
● PST for  teacher feedback end of Term 1



Encourage regular attendance:

More info here

https://evidence.ero.govt.nz/media/ec3hjseg/attendance-getting-back-to-school-a-guide-for-secondary-school-teachers.pdf


Summary for students:
● Achieve LitNum by the end of Year 11
● Develop the skills and knowledge to achieve 

NCEA Level 2 in 2025
● Possibly achieve some Level 2 credits. 




